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Pawing Is An Age-Old Ritual
     Most everyone has a bedtime ritual including your dog.  It is probably something like this; turn a little, paw
a little, lie down, sigh and fall to sleep.
     It is only in the last hundred years that dogs have had the opportunity to lie down on soft, laundered, comfort-
able beds and not on hard, rugged, drafty places on the ground.  Dogs would rearrange the ground in order to
create a comfortable hallow to accommodate four legs and a tail.  This was warmer than sleeping directly on
the grounds surface.      

Dogs like to stake their claim to areas which they consider theirs. The scent glands dogs have in their
paws allow them to mark territory by leaving their scent behind as well as marking the territory visually.
When dogs lived in the wild and came upon scratch marks, they knew that place was occupied.  Pawing at
the bed or carpet is a way for dogs to deposit their scent.     

Dogs enjoy scratching because it feels good on their paws and they
like doing it.  Since they find it relaxing, it is a natural prelude to sleep.
This is why some dogs spend a great deal of time pawing before
lying down.     

It is highly unlikely for dogs to do any real damage during this bed-
time pawing ritual.  Dogs are creatures of habit and their instincts are
directing them to follow the age-old ritual of creating a comfortable hal-
low.  However, some dogs do have every intention of making a real bed.
For these serious minded dogs you may want to consider the following.
     Give them a bed of their own.  Even when they reluctant to use it at first,
instinct will take over and they will want to make it their territory.
     Buy a loose-fill bed.  Beds made with loose-fill, such as cedar chips simu-
late a more natural experience because dogs can move the fill around and
derive more satisfaction.

 Randy is waiting for his forever home.

    

Some people wonder what is the difference between a “show type” and a “field
coat”. Next time you read a biography of a dog or look at your own, you will know
the difference.
    Dogs that are bred for show normally have a thick silky, flat or slightly wavy coat . To
avoid mats from developing it is best to brush these dogs daily.  Show coats also re-
quire diligent grooming every 6 weeks.
    Dogs that were bred to be pets or actual hunting dogs have a coat that is more straight
and fine and like the show coat, it feathers on the legs.  Field coats are thinner than show
coats and require grooming every 8-10 weeks.
   No  matter what type of coat that your cocker has, we recommend careful brushing
at least once a week along with a professional grooming about every 8-10 weeks at
the most to help keep your cockers coat healthy and your cocker happy.

Which Coat Does             
Your Dog Wear?

By:  Lynette Wirtz
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Shorew ood Notes

The mission of Shorewood Cocker Rescue, Inc. is to assist homeless Cockers find permanent homes with
responsible, loving families.  We spay or neuter all Cockers prior to placement and check references on all adopters.
We make every effort to carefully match each Cocker with the right family to maximize the adoption's success."

SCR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

     It is hard to believe that cool, autumn days are already upon us.  Leaves decorating the landscape in
hues of red, orange and gold make it the perfect time to take your furry companion for a long walk .     

On September 8th, with clear skies and bright sunshine 149 cockers and their humans gathered to
raise money to help homeless cockers.  Thank you to all who helped make the 4th Annual Wigglebutt
Walk a success.  Your generosity and support of  this event is critical to maintaining SCR’s continued opera-
tion and success.  Much planning and preparation is done for this day and all our volunteers did a wonderful
job.  A special thanks to Deb Kent who coordinated and kept track of everything.
     Congratulations to SCR volunteers Sue and Kaz Gunay on the birth of their daughter Ela at the end of July.
Best wishes to volunteers Pat and Betty Grogan who are relocating to North Carolina.  As event volunteers
and a foster home for seven years they will be greatly missed.
     Foster homes continue to be SCR’s greatest need, without them we cannot operate.  Providing a home
environment enables us to more accurately assess the dog than placing them in a kennel.   We are
committed to placing our cockers in foster homes so that we may get to know them and work with them in
areas where they need help.  If you are interested in becoming a foster home please contact SCR at
lynette@cockerrescue.com
     SCR is participating in Jewel Shop and Share Days on October 22, 23, and 24 and again on December
17, 18 and 19.  SCR receives 5% cash back for every dollar you spend before taxes.   For those of you who
live in areas served by Jewel, please download the Shop and Share Slips on the main page of our website
and give them to the cashier when you are checking out.  Share them with family and friends.  The more
you spend, the more we earn!!

girls and two boys are the product of the Strathclyde Police’s own in-house breeding program and is the sixth
litter since the program began in 2002.

    This most recent litter of pups starred in their own webcam broadcast allowing both police and the public to
monitor their progress.     

The police raise and train cocker spaniels to detect drugs, explosives, weapons and cash, and to perform
search and rescue work. Of the 35 pups born so far, 25 are now working with police in the area.

Cockers in the News
     A recent news story from the BBC featured a litter of six cocker spaniel pups in Strathclyde, Scotland. The four

Seniors make loyal and loving family members.  Perhaps you can open your heart and home to one of them.

SweetieGracieAngel

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT These deserving seniors are still waiting for their homes.
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  By: Jodine Nitz

    Cockers and their humans gathered under a sunny sky,
on September 8th for the 4th annual Wigglebutt Walk in
Kansasville, Wisconsin.
     With smiles on their faces and tails wagging, participants
walked the walk, indulged in treats, and enjoyed each others
company.
     When humans were asked what they liked most about
the day, the overwhelming answer was, “the camaraderie”
as Mark Rink, of  Milwaukee stated.  Sure folks liked meet-
ing the adoptables, the delicious food, the music, the
 silent auction, but what everyone seemed to like the most
was the company of fellow cocker
owners and lovers.  There was a true
sense of love for the cocker breed
shared by all who attended.
     Walking through the grounds, you
could hear people talking about their
dogs and sharing their adoption ex-
periences. They traded tips and
compliments.  They spoke of illness
and treatments as well as youth and
vitality.  Oh, how they talked about
their wigglebutts.
     Asked what owners thought their
dog enjoyed most about the day, the
majority replied, “the other dogs”.
Perhaps the lesson here is that we
all enjoy the company of those who
are like us.  Cockers like other cock-
ers, and their owners like other
cocker owners.

                                   The Woodland’s
                                      St. Paul, Mn.                               

Freckles , Kenai (9/05),        
Murrey  (Hunter) (7/01),  Dad and Mom                                     

Cocker Lovers
                                    Wauwautosa, Wi.            

Emily, Jeremy and 1 yr. old Hurley

                           The Gilson’s,  Denmark,  Wi.
Benny (Bailey)(2/06) with brother Sherman,  Dad and Mom

                                        The Rink’s,  Milwaukee, Wi.             
Duchess (8/04) and Macy (5/05),  Mark and Mavis     

Eileen Shields and Simba (9/05)               
Germantown, Wi.
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Costume

Look  Alike
Spice, Colleen Hines,
Cincinnati, Ohio, ICR

Dandy, Lynette Wirtz,
Madison, Wi., SCR

Obedience
Miss Peaboy, Jana Frolich,

Elgin, Il., ICR

          Contests
    Winners and rescues .

Shortest Tail

 

Trixie, Darlene Harbick,
Madison, Wi., SCR and

Snickers (a cocker lover )

Pictured left to right,
Chelsea, 15yrs. & Jana Frolich, Elgin, Il, ICR
 Tobey, 18 1/2 yrs. & Lynne &  AlexTurnquist,

Fulton, Il, SCR
Molly Bear, 13 yrs. & Elaine Baumann,

Twin Lakes, Wi., SCR

A tribute to a beloved volunteer
whose passion was rescuing
and caring for senior cockers 

Marion Rutar Senior Photo

Traveled Furthest 
Dan, Barb and Pepper Guhanick,

Minneapolis, Mn.
570miles, SCR

Scooter Heyer and Buddy Turnquist ,
Lynne Turnquist, Fulton, Il., SCR

Wiggle

Longest Tail
Chelsea, Jana Frolich, Elgin, Il., ICR

Highest Pledge Amount
Rita Noble, Genoa City, Wi., ICR


